:J08            MAN'S  FLACK IN TIIK  I'MVKKSK
lion of our sun  in  the ^reat, star-system is almost   universally admit led.
On the question of the solar-cluster there is more diH'ereuce of opinion; though here, a^-ain, all are agreed that (here is such u cluster. Its si/.e, form, density, ami exact position are somewhat, uncertain, but I have, us far as possible, been n-uided by the best available evidence. If we adopt Lord Kelvin's general idea of the gradual conden.sal ion of an enormous diffused mass of mat ler towards its common cent re of gravity, that cent re would be approximately the centre of this cluster. Also, us u-ravila-I ional force at and near this cent re would be comparat ivcly small, the motions produced there \\ould be .slov., and collisions hemp; due only to differential motions, when they did occur would he very gentle. We mi^hl then-fore expect many dark a^re^a-(ions of matter here, which may explain ub\ ue <lo not find any special crowding of visible stars in the diivction of this centre; while, as no star has a sensible disc, the dark stars if at j.'Tenl1, distances would hardly <-ver be seen to occult the bright ones, Thus, it seems to me, the controlling force may be explained which has retained our sun in approximately the .same orbit, nround the centre of gravity of this central cluster, during the whole period of its existence as a sun and our existence as n plane! ; and has thus saved us from the possibility perhaps even the certainty of disastrous collisions or disruptive approaches to which suns, in or near the Milky Way, and to a less extent elsewhere, arc or have been exposed. It seems quite probable that, in that region of more rapid and less controlled motions and more crowded masses of matter, no star can remain in a nearly
